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The difficulties to be met in the establishment of an Imperial Parliament, based on taxation, are boldly faced and boldly answered.    The people on this side, he says, are afraid that in the course of time the balance of the constitution would be overturned, and that either the power of the crown or the power of the  democracy  would   be  unduly  increased.     His answer is an appeal to the  idea of growth ; as the numbers increased there would be the same proportions in the monarchical and democratic elements as before.    The people on the other side of the Atlantic were afraid that owing to their distance from the seat of empire, they would not have the same real share in the  Government,   and that  they  would not  be treated with the same consideration.    The answer is that the colonial representatives would find it to their interest to bring before the Imperial Parliament any cases of malversation of authority  in these  distant places, and that their success as representatives would largely depend on  their  efficiency in pointing  out and removing any causes of dissatisfaction of their constituents.    And he goes on to say that the difficulty of distance would not be of very long duration, because with the growth of wealth and population " in. little more than a century the seat of empire would naturally remove itself to that part of the empire which contributed most to the general defence and support of the whole."    Nor must this idea of the transference   of   the   seat   of   empire   be   legarded simply as the logical outcome of the scheme of a visionary.    Adam Smith, first and last, is under the